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The purpose of this research project is to evaluate what factors drive ADU interest at the local 
level. Accessory dwelling units offer an incremental and scaled solution for increasing density 
in existing single family neighborhoods that are in need of increased housing opportunities. To 
understand what San Diego ADU development looks like, three objects of data were studied. 
First, 2017-2019 ADU permit application data showing where people want to build an ADU and 
trends that have occured in development over the last 3 years.  Then, comparing ADU permit 
application data with 1) socio-demographic, 2) socio-economic, and 3) physical neighbor-
hood characteristics provided an understanding of which neighborhoods could best support 
future ADU development, as well as the factors that are driving neighborhood ADU interest. The 
outcome of this research is a detailed spatial analysis of accessory dwelling unit permits within 
the City of San Diego’s neighborhoods, compared with demographic and economic census 
information, to conclude whether the City of San Diego’s neighborhoods are experiencing a 
similar level of interest in building accessory dwelling units. 
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SAN DIEGO ADU DEVELOPMENT TRENDS

INCREASED interest: 130 permits in 2017, 422 in 2018, 863 in 2019

LESS desire for aging in place opportunities

Income level does NOT restrict ADU interest

Areas with existing STRs and high tourism have LOW interest

WHAT MAKES A NEIGHBORHOOD BETTER 
FOR ADUs?

TRANSIT accessibility decreases parking needs

Parcels with ALLEYS are an untapped infill development opportunity

OLDER HOMES have more square footage to add an ADU

ADUs offer the potential to increase PROPERTY VALUES

Proximity to COLLEGES and regional JOB CENTERS

Proximity to GENTRIFYING AREAS with RECENT POPULATION GROWTH
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT INTEREST

& CITY TRANSIT ACCESS

ADU PERMIT APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
YEAR

2017
2018
2019
CITY OF SAN DIEGO COMMUNITY PLAN AREA

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME (2019)
MEDIAN INCOME

≤$46,478
≤$70,833
≤$97,642
≤$129,450
≤$175,926
≤$281,592
SAN DIEGO COUNTY BOUNDARY

0 10,000 20,000 30,000 40,0005,000

US Feet

1 INCH = 20,000 FEET

Prepared by Elizabeth Owen
USP 187, UC San Diego Urban Studies & Planning Department
City of San Diego Development Services, SanGIS, Social Explorer (2019)
February 2020

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
INTEREST IN ADUs

& COMMUNITY INCOME LEVELS ADU PERMIT APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
YEAR

2017
2018
2019
CITY OF SAN DIEGO COMMUNITY PLAN AREA
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
INTEREST IN ADUs

& SENIOR POPULATION RATE

TOP 
NEIGHBORHOODS
1) Clairemont-Mesa 

2) College Area
3) North Park

4) SE San Diego
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